American Mediation

to be ready to encourage the American peace movement, while
our enemies adopt an unfavourable attitude. The American
people is now pacifically minded. It becomes clearer every
day how difficult it is to arouse enthusiasm for war preparedness,
etc. No one who has lived here for any length of time can
help coming to the conclusion that peaceful money-making is
the Americans' chief interest in life. Only when they think
that thet$ rights have been seriously infringed do they lash
themselves into an hysterical war-fever. Why should war
passion smoulder in the hearts of a people whose boundaries
are so secure that no enemy has ever been seen inside them, nor
in all human probability ever will be ?"
After the settlement of the Sussex incident the Imperial
Government naturally hoped that Mr. Wilson would take steps
to justify our concessions with regard to the submarine question.
Accordingly I received the following general instructions:
" Berlin, 7th June, 19x6.
" Order A. 56,
" Confidential.
" More than a month has passed since our last Note to the
United States without President Wilson making up his mind
to approach the English Government on the question of the
blockade. True I do not expect that England would allow
herself to be influenced by the United States to abandon her
infringement of international law ; nor do I imagine that a
rejection of the American demands by England would lead to
a serious disturbance of the relations between these two
countries. The existing arbitration treaty, which makes it
possible in extreme cases to delay the settlement of tjie points
of contention indefinitely, rules this out. But the complete
passivity of Mr. Wilson, which could be understood so long
as he wished to avoid giving the impression that h.e was acting
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